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Greetings NATAS Members!  I would first like to take this opportunity to say what an honor and privilege it is to 
serve as NATAS’ President.  Thank you for the opportunity.  Being a newer member of NATAS than many of the 
recent Presidents, please allow me to briefly introduce myself.  I am a native Cincinnatian and work for Procter & 
Gamble.  I have been with P&G for almost 30 years.  I started as a Lab Technician in an Analytical section and have 
worked my entire career in Analytical, recently being promoted to Senior Scientist.  I’ve been doing Thermal Analysis 
since 1984 – first on fats and oils and then the past 19 years on polymers.  Despite being promoted to a management 
level, I still work in the lab daily.  Not having a Ph.D. has given me a different perspective than many other NATAS 
members.  I hope to take that perspective and use it to help NATAS meet the needs of thermal analysts and as a 
result, grow the membership of the society.

As I said earlier, I’ve been doing thermal analysis since 1984 – but no one ever got me involved with NATAS until 
2002!  I even attended my local section, Ohio Valley Thermal Analysis Society, and began serving as their Treasurer in 
1995.  The point of this is how many other members are we missing out on?  How many other thermal analysts could 
benefit from our training courses, technical meetings, and network?  I believe we are only scratching the surface.

At last year’s conference in Atlanta, the President of TA Instruments, Terry Kelly, gave a talk at their sponsored lunch.  
Usually the instrument vendors use their presentation time at lunch to discuss new technologies they are preparing 
to release.  Terry’s presentation discussed TAI’s market research data.  I found this data to be very intriguing – and 
very pertinent to NATAS.  Their data showed that ~40% of their instrument sales are to NEW users – analysts who 
have never done thermal analysis before – and they’re selling ever-increasing numbers of instruments.  This was an 
ah-ha for me.  If their business is growing that rapidly and ~40% of these are new customers, then NATAS should 
be growing, not shrinking.  And that’s just one vendor’s sales.  Multiply that by the number of instrument vendors 
out there – and we should be reaching lots and lots of new members.

Each of these new analysts needs training – and could benefit from NATAS’ conference.  According to our Bylaws, “the 
objective of the Society shall be to promote the science and practice of thermal analysis through various publications, 
technical meetings, society awards and recognition, training, education, and liaison with other technical societies.”  
If this is true, then we need to reach out to these new thermal analysts and invite them to NATAS.

Another trend is that a large portion of new users (possibly as much as 80%) do not have a Ph.D.  In the past, thermal 
analysis, like many other analytical techniques, required much more education and research.  As the technology 
has advanced, the equipment and software have simplified the use and made it much less of a research project and 
more of an analytical tool.  This is not to diminish the importance of the advanced research that still is done, but just 
to say that the technique can now also be used more as a tool by a wider range of analysts.  There should be benefits 
in NATAS for both the advanced researcher as well as the analyst with less formal education.

My vision for NATAS this year is to reach out to these new analysts.  We are the perfect place for them to receive 
training, gain expertise, and develop their professional network.  It’s a win-win situation.  I hope you will join me 
in making this happen.

Our conference this year will be in Lubbock, Texas on September 20th-23rd.  The short course will be Saturday and 
Sunday prior to the conference (September 19th & 20th).  As always, the courses look very good this year.  David Jones 
has set up a great looking schedule with a new format.  The conference also is shaping up to be great.  Be sure to 
submit your abstracts – we want to hear about YOUR research!

Hope to see you in Lubbock, 
Linda 
Bryson.lj@pg.com

President’s Message
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Editor’s Message

Welcome to another year of NATAS Notes … our 41st volume of news, recognition, and entertainment. 

Our feature for this issue is the host location for the 37th Annual North American Thermal Analysis Society Conference 
–Lubbock, TX.  A living piece of history with a fast-growing future, Lubbock will surprise you!

The “family-style” photo gallery will give you a glimpse into the networking opportunities and social benefits of the 
NATAS conference.  For those of you who were present at the 2008 NATAS Conference in Atlanta, Georgia, I hope 
you enjoy the memories.  And for those of you who are new – welcome to the group!

This year, we hope to update the main NATAS web site and more closely integrate the information you see in the 
issues of NATAS Notes.  We welcome any ideas or opinions that you have.  Please send them to: Maria LaTorre 
(latorrma@crd.ge.com ) Queenie Kwok (Queenie.Kwok@NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca ), or me (tina.adams@lubrizol.com). 

Thank you, 
Tina Adams 
tina.adams@lubrizol.com
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In Memory of allan smith
Special Message from colleagues at Masscal:

A Man of Integrity, Wisdom, Faith and Love

Our world has been unalterably enriched by the strength of character and dedication of our close friend and 
associate, Dr. Allan L. Smith, who passed on to a better world on December 9, 2008. Allan was an inspirational 
leader in teaching, business and church community. He will be remembered for his unrelenting commitment to 
continuous learning, the conquering of challenges, and the application of this knowledge for the benefit of society. 
These will remain with us at Masscal as bulwarks of our mission.

Dr. Smith has been recognized world wide as the technical leader for the integration of nano-scale QCM 
measurements with microcalorimetry. Prior to founding Masscal, Dr. Smith was a Professor of Physical Chemistry 
at Yale and Drexel Universities with over 60 publications.
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Mike Jaffe & Frank Karasz Jules Mullens, Juan Fernandez-Blazquez, 
Madhavi Vadlam, & Syeo Abdullah

Duncan Craig, Patrick Gallagher, &  
Ted Charsley

Bill Hammetter & Steve Sauerbrun

Our Hosts for the 2009 Conference --  
Gregory McKenna & Sindee Simon
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TA INSTRUMENTS
THE WORLD LEADER IN THERMAL ANALYS IS & RHEOLOGY

w w w. ta i n s t r u m e n t s . c o m

DSC Q2000
• Highest Sensitivity for Subtle Transitions

• Unmatched Peak Resolution 

• Patented Modulated DSC Separates Complex Transitions

• Reliable 50-Position Autosampler

•   Automated Calibration/Verification with     Platinum Software

NATAS ad 2009 DSC:Large Ad  3/31/09  1:27 PM  Page 1
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International News

Upcoming events:

Thermal Analysis and Calorimetry 2009 (TAC 2009)
Royal Society of Chemistry - Thermal Methods Group
April 6-8, 2009
Bath, UK
www.thermalmethodsgroup.org.uk/thermalmethodsgroup/Meetings.html

AERC 2009 – 5th Annual European Rheology Conference
April 15-17, 2009
Cardif, UK
www.rheology-esr.org/AERC/2009
Contact: S. Emmot/L. Munkley 
(AERC2009@Cardif.ac.uk)

MEDICTA 2009 – 9th Mediterranean Conference on Calorimetry and Thermal Analysis
June 15-18, 2009
Marseille, France
www.medicta2009.fr
Contact: I. Beurroies/J. Rouquerol  
(medicta2009@atout-org.com)

32nd International Conference on Vacuum Microbalance and Thermoanalytical Techniques
June 21-24, 2009
Kazimierz Dolny, Poland
www.ivmtc.umcs.lublin.pl
Contact: Prof. P. Staszczuk 
(ivmtc@umcs.lublin.pl)

36th International Pyrotechnics Seminar
Location : Rotterdam - The Netherlands
August 23-28, 2009
www.ips2009.nl  
http://www.ips2009.nl
Contact: W. de Klerk, TNO Defense Security and Safety  
( wim.deklerk@tno.nl)

45th Japanese Conference on Calorimetry and Thermal Analysis
Japanese Society of Calorimetry and Thermal Analysis
September 28-30, 2009
Tokyo, Japan
www.soc.nii.ac.jp/jscta/e+/touron.html

German Society of Thermal Analysis - Jahrestagung 2009
October 7-9, 2009
Gießen, Germany
www.gefta.org

7th International Heat Flow Calorimetry Symposium on Energetic Materials
May 17-20, 2010
Riswik, the Netherlands
www.tno.nl/hfcs-7 
Contact: W. de Klerk, TNO Defense Security and Safety  
( wim.deklerk@tno.nl)


